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| THOMAS CARE of | DE Eſq; 
And One of | | 
His MA agus $T'Y'S ; Juſtices of the Peace 


For the con of 


Devon and Somer ſer. 


S IR. . 
HE N upon à mature Delibera- 
tion it was determin d in my Mind 
end out the Sermon annex d 
2 ſome others ) to ſee and take 
its Chance in the World, there 
Was No Room f or a Mome t's Debate there, to, 
whom I 2 dedicate and addreſs it, or under 
the Shadow of whoſe Wings I ould. Put it for 
K oh => -& Shelter 


| G 


_ DEDICATION. 
Shelter and Protection: for I preſently thought 
with myſelf, that the Gentleman, who hath 


the Right and the Flonour of Patronage to 
the Church where it was preach'd, would do 


me the Honour of extending it to a Sermon 


| #hat was preac hd in it: And I was happily _ 
fight in my Conjecture, when, in a Miffve I © 


hat the Favour to receive from you, I found 
that which was tantamount to a Permiſfion for 
me to inſcribe it to you; who, as you are well 
known, Sir, to be ſound in the Faith and Prin- 
ciples of the Chriſtian Religion, and as regular 
in the Obſervance of its holy Precepts and In- 
ftitutions; ſo J am perſuaded, that you will 
not only with Patience, but with Pleaſure, 
read over a Diſcourſe (whatever its Imper- 


fections the chief Deſign and Tendency of 


which, is to evidence and eſtabliſh the Truth 
of it, by illuſtrating and defending one of thoſe 
glorious Miracles, which were wrought by 
its Bleſſed Author,” to demonſtrate and con- 


firm it. 


TT muſt be own'd that the Subjeli is ſea- 


ſonably ſelected, when of late all of them have 


been /landerou/ly repreſented and exposd to the 
Publick as but ſo many juggling Impoſtures, or 
nothing above the magical Feats of Apollonius 
Tyanzus, which ſome of the ancient Hea- 
thens cryd up and magnify'd as equal to the 
true Miracles of the holy Jeſus. 
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* DEDICATION. 


AN D, as I wiſh from my Heart, that 
the following Performance upon it were more 
anſwerable to the Dignity of the Matter con- 
tainid in it, fo I ſhould be afraid of the Pene- 
tration of your Underſtanding, were I not well 
afſured of the Candour of your Temper, in 
paſſing your Judgment upon it; but if the reſt 
of the World ſhould pronounce it without 
Mercy, I ſhall be but little concern'd at it, 
whilſt my Conſcience beareth me witneſs that 
T have no other Aim in it, than to vindicate 
the Honour, and ſet forth the Glory of the 
merciful and adorable Son of God, in one of 
thofe wondrous Works. which he wrought to 


prove himſelf to be fo, 


AN D ſhould my Strength appear to be 
but ſmall, yet, if I exert it to the utmoſt in 
his Cauſe, and be“ valiant for his Truth, J 
ſhall in no wiſe loſe my Reward, or that 
Crown of Righteouſneſs which is laid up for 
them that fight the good Fight, and ſtrive 


a- for the Maſtery (if they do not obtain it) over 
Ve * the Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt, and to our 
he common Salvation by him; or, to ſpeak in the 
or excellent Words of a once pious aud learned 
us + Knight of this Nation, on another Gaſe, but 
a= 4 very applicable to this, “ It ſhall content me, 
2 & . 
3 or | * 555 3 3 — 3 in re bo 
2, A 2 « and 


DE DIC AT ION. 
« and I thank God for it, that he hath girded 
« me with ſo much Strength, as to firike one 
« Stroke (tho' a tweak one) in his Battle; 
« and to caſt one Stone (tho but a ſmall one) 
« againſt the Adverſfaries of his Son and of 


his Church. 


I am ſare, Sir, you are more reaſonable than 
0 expe? from the Pen of a Man that hath ſo 
long dwelt, or rather ruſted, in the dull Ob- 


fſearity of a Country Cure, the Elegancies, 


Learning, and Oratory, which are continually 
heard reſounding from the Cathedral Pulpit, 
and which are known to tranſcend thoſe of the 
rural Incumbents, as far as the Roof? 

Churches are exalted above ours. 


I have already avow'd the Principle that 
mov'd me to the publiſhing of this Sermon; 
but I. ſhall now particularly tell you, Sir, that 
no Views or Proſpects of Preferment had any 
ebe leaß Hand in it, tho once I had the faireſt 
and the jufteſt Reaſon to expect it But thoſe 
bright and Halcyon Days are paſt and gone, 


and will never more return, and the Days of 


Gloomineſs aud Darkneſs are now come upon 
me, and the Tears wherein, I may truly ſay, 
1 baye no Pleaſure in them. 


NO, Sir, all Views and Proſpefis of this 
kind have long fince been dead and buried with- 
in me, and without Hopes of a Reſurrection; 


my 


of their 
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DE DICATITION. 


my Heart and my Hopes are now, and for 


that reaſon, more fully fix d and center d upon 
a e gut de the Day ſhall commence, where- 
in the now traduc'd and viliſyd Jeſus, (and 
by thoſe of his own Houſhold) who raisd 


ſome from the Dead when he was upon Earth, 


ſhall appear with Power and great Glory, 
and raiſe all the Dead out of it, take Ven- 
geance upon his Enemies, and them up into 
Heaven, who have behav'd bravely under his 
Banners, and fignaliz'd themſelves in his Ser- 
vice. 


IF hath long been the Mode, and it is 

grown now to be almoſt of the Eſſence of Dedi- 
cations, to celebrate the Glories, and ſoar aloft 
in the Praiſes of them to whom they are made : 
and ſhould I fo far comply with it in this of 
mine to you, Sir, as to recount the Brightneſs 
of your iutellectual, and the Integrity of your 
moral Virtues , the Conſtaucy and Fervency of 
your Devotions, and your hearty and laudable 
Zeal for the Preſervation and Proſperity of 
the Eſtabliſbd Church; or, ſhould I make a 
Narrative of your accurate and impartial Di- 
ſributions of Fuſtice ; your excellent Charges 
from the Chair at a County Seſſions, both to 
the Inſtruction and Satisfaction of the Au- 
dience; all this is but to tell the World what 
they know already. 


BUT 


DEDICATION. 


BUT I ſhall venture to tell them what 
they may not ſo well know as I do, and which 
may be for their Good, if they will but follow 
your Example, in your ready and generous 
 Largeſſes and Liberalities to the Needy and 
Diſtreſſed, and in your ſpiritual Charities (as 
Theophylact * calls them) Heftowd upon 
them in the Books of Common- Prayer, and 
other Books of Devotion, and particularly 


thoſe that are preparatory to the receiving of 


the Holy Sacrament. 


BUT that which adds not a littk to the 
Luſtre of your Character (if any thing can be 
added to it) and which I have referv'd for the 


beautiful Crown of all the other Parts of it, is 


your zealous and indefatigable Application to 
the Repairing, Beautifying, and Adorning the 
Houſe of God, and the Place where his Honour 
dwelleth, both where you have your, and TI have 
ny Habitation, and this moſily at your own 


voluntary Coſts and Expences, which is one of 


the beſt Ways of ſhewing Reverence to the San- 
Guary of God, and bonouring the Lord with 
our Subſtance; for which (according to the 
pious Nehemiah's Prayer) f he will remember 


em. 


— 


— 


* Theoph. on the 25th of St. Matthew, towards the Egd. 
+ Nehem. xiii. 14. | 


u 


DEDICATION: 
7 us; and neyer wipe out the good Deeds we 
have done for his Houſe, and the Offices 


AS it is the horrid Sin of Sacrilege to vio- 
late, demoliſh, or deface the Houſes [4 God, 
dedicated and ſet apart for his holy Worſhip, 
y ſolemn 1 tions and Benedictions, and 
* which hath been viſibly viſited with the hea- 
viel Judgments from Heaven; ſo, on the con- 

trary, the Rebuilding, Repairing, and Embel- 
liſhing them, is ſuch a ſublime, I had almoſt 
aid heroic, Att of Piety towards him, as 
ſhall not fail of an ample Reward from thence, 
Both in this World, and that which is to come. 
For whatſoever of Good or Honour is done to 
his Houſe, he looks upon it (as indeed it is) 
done to himſelf. 


2 
? 
. 
* 
29 
* 7 


I humbly ask your Pardon, Sir, both for 
the Prolixity and the Delay of this Dedication ; 
for the latter, I have accounted with you elſe- 
where; and for the former, I hope you will 
N pleaſe to accept of this Promiſe as an Atone- 
ment, that [ will never trouble you with the 
like again. 128 


AI that I have to add is, that I think 
I cannot conclude this Epiſtle better, than with 
' #he Wiſh of &. John, in the Beginning of his 
' #hird, to his well. beloved Gaius; which is, 
that 


DEDICATION. 


that you may proſper, and be in Health, 
even as your Soul proſpereth; which ardently 
and ſincerely proceeds from the Heart of, — 


SIR, 


Your very much oblig'd, 


| 4 

and moſt humble Seryant, : 
OTE a 
4 


HExXRY BROOKES. 
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H. Lokk vii. 13 14, 15 Verſes. 5 
And when the Lord ſaw her, he had C ompaſs 
fron on her, and ſaid unto 'ber, Weep not. 


And he came and touched the Bier; (and they 


that bare him ſtood ſtill) and he ſaid, Young 
Man, 1 ſay unto thee, Ariſe. 


And he that was dead, ſat up, and began to 
ſpeak; and he delivered him to his Mother. 


dss the Goſpels of our Bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour (after his publick and 

3 ſolemn Entrance upon his Mini- 
ſtry,) record to us in every Page, 
ſome of the excellent Things that 
were ſaid, or the miraculous Things that were 
done by him, to increaſe our Faith in him, 
and ſtir up our Obedience to him ; fo, accord- 
ing to the holy Evangeliſt's Relations of the 


"0 latter, 
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2 The Miracle of Jeſus on 


latter, [his Miracles] they were done no leſs 
in a wonderful Ocder, Go by a wonderful 
Power. 


Fon when he had ended his divine uy 
mon upon the Mount, and was deſcended. 


from it, he firſt cures a Leper with a Touch 
of his Hand, * (whoſe Diſeaſe was naturally 
incurable .) But left his malicious Enemies 
ſhould impute this Act of Healing to any 
occult Art, or magical Preparations, he next 
reſtores to. Health the Centurion's Servant, 
(who was ſo ſick that he was ready to die) 
with || a Word of his Mouth, e at a Di- 
Rance from his Houſe. 


Bor leſt they might object to this tod, 
that if the Centurion had not ſent to ſeſus, 


his Servant might have done well again, and 


was really recovered (being, probably, but 
young $) by ſome vigorous Effort of Nature, 
or the Operations of ſome Medicines that had 
been given him; ſoon after this, he pro- 
ceeds to do a Work that all the World muſt 
acknowledge to be above the Power both 
of Nature and Phylick, to raiſe a young Man 
from the Dead, — who had lain ſo long in 
chat Condition, that chey were now carrying 
him out to his Burial. 


— — "FE —_— FRY a — — 
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* Matth. viii. 3 | + Lepram morbum natura incurabilem. 
Salmeron de ſigno re ſuſcitati fili viduz, pag. 152. Matth. 
9 6 mis ur, Matth. viil. 6. 


FoR 


viii. 13. Luke vii. 10. 


mw mA ano — = 


f]jeſus was juſt at the Gate of the City Nain, 


ly, 


* | 
? 


the Midom s Son of Nam. 3 


For ſo the Context informs us, that as 


attended by his Diſciples and a Multitude of 
People, there was a dead Man carried out 
[7. e. to be buried, ] the only Son of his Mother, 
and ſhe was a Widow, and much People of 
the City was with her, (to lament and con- 
dole her Loſs, and. out of a decent and nei 
bourly Reſpect to attend and honour the Fu- 
neral.) 


And when the Lord ſaw her, he had Com- 


' paſſion on her, and ſaid unto her, Weep not. 


And he came and touched the Bier, (and they 
that bare him flood ſtill) and he ſaid, Young 
Man, I ſay unto thee, Ariſe. And he that 
was dead ſat up, and began to ſpeak z and he 
delivered him to his Mother. 


TA o' the Goſpel for the Day gave me the 
firſt Direction and Inclination to the Choice 
of the Text, as the Subject upon which I am 
now to deliver you a Sermon, yet I muſt own, 
the chiefeſt Motive to it was, from the Op- 
portunity it gives me to aſſert and vindicate 
the divine Power of the holy Jeſus, . in work- 
ing the ſtupendous and aſtoniſhing Miracle 
related in it, when this, as all the reſt of his 
Miracles, has been, in the late Writings of 


= one * that called himſelf a Chriſtian, loaded 


* 1 * 


Mun 
Mr. Woolſton, 


with, 


4 Doe Miracle of Jeſus on 
with the moſt virulent and impious Blaſphe- 
mies, Slanders and Invectives; and theſe too 
are uttered with ſuch ludicrous, inſolent and 
ſcurrilous Reflections upon the Bleſſed Lord 
that wrought them, as are hardly to be found 
in the Writings of Celſus or Porphyry, or in 
the Railings of Julian or the Jews, and 
which are neither fit for me to repeat, or you 
to hear, in this holy place : I return therefore 
to the Text; (but ſhall not, becauſe I think 


I need not, make any Apology for ſo ſeaſona- 
ble a Digreſſion from it.) | 


AND in diſcourſing upon it, I ſhall oblige 
myſelf to the Conſideration of theſe following 
Particulars. | | 


I. Of the Greatneſs and Expediency of this 
Miracle, which is recorded in it. 


II, Of the Truth and Certainty of it. 


III. Of the Mercy and Compaſſion of our 
Lord in working it. And, 


IV. Of the uſeful and profitable Inferences 
pr Obſervations, that may be raiſed and 
extracted from it. e 


J. Or the Greatneſs and Expediency of this 
Miracle; for that it was a Miracle, is as cer- 
tain as that it was not, it could nat be the 


Fe Effect 
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the Widow's Son of Nain. 5 


Effect of any created Being, which can no 


more reſtore Life to another, than at firſt give 


it to itſelf : and therefore one Part of the 
King of T/raePs Exclamation upon reading 
the King of Syria's Letter to him, to recover 
Naaman of his Leproſy, was full as juſt as it 
was paſſionate, * Am J God, to kill and to 
make alive ? For however it might be in his 
Power to do the former, it was certainly be- 
yond it to do the latter, that being reſerved 
and lodged in His Hands only, who has de- 
clared hiniſelf to be the Reſurrection and the 


: Life, i. e. the ſole Almighty Author and 


Giver of it. 


TH 1s Power indeed hath ſometimes been 
delegated and communicated by him to the 
Sons of Men, as to the Apoſtles of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and ſome other his Biſhops and Pa- 
ſtors in the firſt and pureſt Ages of the 
Church; and for the Truth of this, we have 
the Teſtimony of Trencus F (which is alſo 
cited by the celebrated Church-Hiſtorian Ez- 
ſebius d) who ſays, that in his Time he Dead 
were raiſed to Life, fo as they continued 
many Years afterward upon Earth ; and he 
gives a particular Inſtance of a Man thus 
raiſed by the Prayers and Faſtings of the 
Church, and challenges the Hereticks, as we 
do the Heathen, to ſhew that any ſuch thing 


— 


— 


$ Lib. 5. c. 7. 
was 


® 2 Kings v. 7. 


+ Lib. 2. c. 57. 


6 The Miracle of Jeſus on 


was ever done amongſt the Men of their Per- 
ſuaſion in Religion. 


Ax p it was neceſſary then that ſuch a 
mighty Power as this ſhould be given from 
above to ſome of the holy Fathers and Go- 
vetnours of the Chriſtian Church, to ſtrengthen 
the Faith, to animate the Hope, and ſup- 
port the Courage of its perſecuted and mar- 
tyr'd Members (of which Jrenæus himſelf was 
one *) by ſeeing in the preſent Reſurrection 
of others, their own in the great Day of God, 
to Glory and Immortality in Reward of their 
Sufferings for his Truth, and their Fortitude 
and Patience under them, by which its Pale 
was widened, and its Borders enlarged, (for 
the Blood of the Martyrs was always the Seed 
and Increaſe of the Church) as it acquired 
and diffuſed a Belief of the Truth in the 
Chriſtian Revelation, which 0 the Fews was 
4 Stumbling-block, and to the Greeks Fooliſh- 
neſs T; and particularly a Belief of that pe- 
culiar and diſtinguiſhing Article of it, (fo 
much ridiculed and judged ſo impoſſible by 
the Heathen World) a Reſurrection of the 
Body from the Bed of Corruption, and a Re- 
union of the Soul to it, after a long, long 
Separation from it. 
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the Widow's Son of Nain. 7 


Tus being the chief Corner-ſtone in the 


Fabrick of the Chriſtian Religion, it was 
neceſſary that it ſhould be firmly and, in a 
manner, viſibly laid; when ſo great a Part of 
the World that were to be built upon it, ut- 
terly rejected this Stone, and would not be- 
lieve there was any ſure Foundation for it. 


- A RESURRECTION of the Dead never entred 
into the Faith of one whole Sect amongſt 
the Fews, (in which yet there were Men of 
the beſt Account ) the Sect of the Sadducees; 
and the learned Men of Athens, both among 
the Epicureans and the Stoichs, when St. Paul 
preached and aſſerted it there, looked upon it 
as a moſt abſurd Hypotheſis, contrary to all 
Reaſon, and the Maxims of the beſt Philoſo- 
Phy, and therefore they mocked and derided 
im for it; as the heathen Cæcilius in the 
Octavius of Minucius Þ ſays of the Chriſtians, 
that they frame and knit together a Parcel 
of old Wives Fables; ſay, they are to riſe u 
again after they are dead, and reduced to Dult 
and Aſhes; and I know not with what Con- 
fidence they believe oue another's Lyes; you 
would think they were riſen again already. 


® Foſephus, Antiquities of the Jews, Book 18. Chap. 2. 

+ Miaucius Felix, pag. 22. Ed. Cantab. Aniles fabulas adſtru- 
unt & annectunt, renaſci ſe ferunt poſt mortem, & cineres &. 
favillas; neſcio qui fiducià mendagiis {aig invicem creduat, 
putes cos jam revixiſſe. | 

| | NoR 
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Non did the Diſciples of the great Plato, 
who ſeem'd to be almoſt a Chriſtian, and was 
indeed a ſublime Philoſopher, believe one 
Word of the Reſurrection of the Body, which 
they thought was fram'd only for a Priſon 
and a Puniſhment of the Soul, to which it 
was doom'd and confin'd for ſome Sin or Sins 
committed in (what they believed) its pre- 
exiſtent State. And therefore in their ſpeak- 
ing of Death, which lets out and ſets free the 
Soul from the Body, they uſually called it the 
getting out of the * Dungeon, in which the 
Soul 1s fettered, and exerting itſelf into its 
native Liberty, 


AND according to this Notion it was, that 
the moſt learned of the Academy, in their 
Writings, not only oppoſed, but exploded the 
Reſurrection of the Body, which implies a 
Re-union of the Soul to it; for Inſtance, in 
thoſe of one + of them we may read (tranſlated 
into our own Language) that as long as the 
Soul is in the Body, fo long it is aſleep; but 
that the true Awakening is the Awakening 
from the Body, not a Reſurrection with it: 
for the Reſurrection with the Body is but a 
Change from one Sleep to another, as Men 


r 


** —— 


| ® Xweid pay ou i. + Plotinus Ennead. 3. lib. 6. 
cap.6. P. 310. 1 os and Epgnzzgon aangii am opar@, 
We 6 onuar@ ard ug, &c. | 

80 


go from one Bed to another; but the true 
Awakening is from all Body, which is con- 
trary to the Nature of the Soul. 9 24. 


ANB therefore our Bleſſed Lord, to re- 
move the Prejudices and Unbelief of Man- 
kind, which were ſo univerſally and power- 

5 fully ſet againſt this Doctrine, that contained 
the greateſt, the eternal Happineſs of them 
all; that they might not take it up only upon 
3% Truſt; and depend wholly upon his own 
4 Word, or the Futurity of the Reſurrection- 
day, for the Truth and Certainty of it, gave 
them preſent and viſible Specimens and De- 
> monſtrations of his Power to produce and 
effect it; and whilſt he ſojourned upon Earth, 
he raiſed three Perſons from the Dead, * the 


only Son of this Widow of Nain, the 
the A Daughter of Fairus a Ruler of the Synagogue, ; 
es a sg and Lazarus of Bethany, the 0 
% = Martha and Mary. 


Wu 10 were Fads that were well known 


but I to the World, and confeſſed by his very Ene- 
ms mies; Facts that filled the Molcitudes that 
. 5 beheld them with Fear and Aſtoniſhment, 


s and which equally illuſtrated the Truth of his 
1 2 Doctrine, and the Immenſity of his Power 
— to which; tho all Things are alike eaſy, that 


166 are above the Operations of Nature, yet, ac- 
TO 2 = — ä 


9 _ * 


vi, Luke vii. 5 lohn ii. ; 
C cording 
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cording to human Apprehenſions, it ſeems a 
greater Miracle to raiſe the Dead to Life, than 
the deſperately Sick to Health. 


Ap they that found Succeſs in the latter, 
without the Uſe of natural Means, or in the 
former, where none could be uſed, have hum- 
bly owned and profeſſed that it was done by 
Vertue of the Divine Power called down 
from Heaven, by the Prayer of Faith and 
Supplications, as the Apoſtles St. Peter and 

St. John aſcribed the Cure of the lame “* Man 
that was laid at the Beautiful Gate of the 
Temple, only to the Name of Jeſus of Naza- 
reth; to that Name that is above every Name 
in Dignity and in Power, 


AND this Power of raiſing the Dead to 
Life, is ſo tranſcendent and incomprehenſi- 
ble, chat (as the learned Grotius obſerves +) 
it muſt be imputed to no leſs than to the 
immediate Finger of the Almighty God, 

Bu T becauſe ſuch Miracles as theſe, when 
they are confeſſed, extort a Confeſſion likewiſe 


of the Divinity of that Perſon by whom they 
are wrought, they that are averſe to the Be- 


lief of a Reſurrection, becauſe of a certain 
Judgment that immediately follows it, (to the 
Truth of which Doctrine theſe Miracles are 


1 


wort. .-- ev * - T_T ———ů I — 


- > — 


Ads iii. 16, t Grot, & ver. r. Chr. Relig. Lib. 2. Sect. 6. 


— 


performed 


8 
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4 performed as an Atteſtation) and of which 


12 
us 


> Judgment (it may be) their looſe and profli- 


gate Lives make them miſerably uneaſy, if 
not in Terror to think, endeayour to avoid 
the Force, by denying the Fact of them, (as 
they that are like to be pinched with the 
= Concluſion of an Argument, at a venture deny 
its Premiſes) I ſhall now, 


7.2 


. 
Woe" * 1 
2 


II. INS Is upon the Truth and Certainty 


* 


of this Miracle of raiſing the Widow's Son 


to Life, recorded in the Text to us, which 
Was not a Thing that was done in a Corner, 


F 


| f a Thing that had no Foundation in Time or 


* 


0 


Place, or that was tranſacted Nobody knows 
> when or where; but it was attended with all 


the Circumſtances that can .reaſonably be re- 


pendous and wonderful Work, the City Nain, 


a City of Galilee, ſituate in the Lot or Inhe- 


ritance of Zabulon, near to Nazareth and 


Mount Tabor, about twenty Miles from Tibe- 


rias, and forty-eight from  Feru/alem, and 


which, St, Jerom has told told us, * was ſtand- 
ing in his Time. 


— 


C2 AND 


% 
+ 
iS, 


f In Lib, de locis Hebraicis. 


1 
* 1 
"FE 
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Ap (a.) in point of that, when this Mi- 
racle was wrought, the Hiſtorians which have 
given us an Account of the Travels and Mi- 
racles of our Bleſſed Saviour, inform us, that 
it was in the ſecond Year of his publick Mi- 
niſtry, as he was going up from Galilee to 
Feruſalem to keep the Feaſt of Pentecoſt, And- 


-(2,) THE Evangelical Scripture records a 
Cloud of Witneſſes that there were to it + 
much People that there was with Jeſus; and- 
much People that attended the Corpſe: In 
the Preſence of all which, at his Word and 
Command it revived, and he that was dead, 
ſat up, and began to ſpeak, which was an irre-' 
fragable Argument, and an infallible Indica- 
tion, that he was as truly and really alive, as 
ever he had been before; his fitting up-and- 
ſpeaking being (as 7 en obſerves *) a 
Sign of a real and true Reſurtection; for, as 
he further adds, a dead Body can neither ſit 
up, nor ſpeak : And it would be the Language 
of Phrenzy and Diſtraction to queſtion whe- 
ther he had been really dead; they that waſhed 
the Body, and wrapped it in Linen with the 
Spices and Odours, (as the Manner of the 
Fews was to bury) (no Converts or Confede- 

rates of Jeſus) could not but be fully aſſured 


— n * — 22 -_—_— — xc AC 


* 


4 


* Theophylact. in hoe. 


89. 
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= and fatisfied of that; nor is it to be imagined 
by any, that are acquainted with the Bowels 
an Affections of human Nature, (eſpeci- 
ally with thoſe of Parents to their Children) 
that a Mother ſhould ever conſent to bury 
her only Son (it may be her only Child) alive: 
and if there were nothing elſe but her own' 
bitter Tears and: Lamentations, they are ſuf- 
= ficent to waſh away the contemptible Force 


Ax if there be any of our modern Un- 
believers, Mockers and Slanderers of the Mi- 


7 racles'of Jeſus (as in this preſent Age there 


are not a few, tho in a Chriſtian Country, 
and under a Chriſtian Government) that 
ſhould come upon me with this Queſt ion, 
and ask me where the Soul of this young 
Man was, during the Time of its Separation 
from the Body, I ſhould anſwer him in the 


Words of the Book: of Miſdan, that the 


Soli of the Righteous are in the bund: of God, 
and there ſhall no Torment toueb them: And 


that this young Man's was there, is not to be 


ddcubted, when the Miracle of recalling his 


e ppirit, and reviving his Body, was ſuch a d- 


> ſtinguiſhing Honour, as was not likely to be 
vouchſafed by the Holy Jeſus to any, but to 
a2 righteous and holy Perſon. 


0 


— —„ — 


* Wiſd. iii. 1. 


LAZARUS, 
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LA ZA R U 8. whom he raiſed, was known 
to be ſuch, and had the glorious Dignity of 
being led his Friend by his own Mouth. + 


| And that Fairws was a good. Man, his 
Name not only imports, * but his lively Faith 
in, and his humble Adorations of the Bleſſed 
Jeſus, 4 clearly convince and teſtify to us: 
and therefore it may be taken for granted, 
that he had educated his Daughter in a ver- 
tuous and religious Manner, who was too 
young (but twelve Years of Age) to forſake 
or deviate from the Paths of Piety and Good- 


neſs, if well enter d and inſtructed in them. 


„An 5 this young Man likewiſe, being ſup- 
poſed to be the Son of a good, as well as of 
a:rch Woman, (for n our Lord would 


not, for all her Riches, have been moved with 


ſo fingular a Compaſſion towards her) may. 


well be ſuppoſed to: have been righteous too, 
a2 the others were, and ſo, not an unmeet 
Subject for the Operation of ſo e and 
enen a Miracle. 


Bor ſhould it be urged further, if this be 


true, and the Spirit of this young Man, in 
its State of Separation, was happy with God, 


— 


. Jenny, 


+ John xi. 11. 8 Waminans' rel illuminatus. Salm. 
de ſulcüim. filia Archiſynag. pag. 103. | 
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and Pleaſure of that 


the Widow's Son of Nain. 15 
was it not an unkind, and even a cruel Thin 
in Jeſus, to call it back itito the Body, and 
confine it to be converſant with a miſerable 
and naughty World? To make uſe of Abſo- 


lom's Expoſtulation with Huſbai, 7 Was this 
his Kindneſs to his Friend? | 


To which I return, that the Happineſs of 
the Spirits of juſt Men, after they are deli- 
vered from the Burden of the Fleſh, reſults 
and ariſes (as here upon Earth) from their 
Conformity and Obedience to the Good-will 
great God, that fitteth 
upon the Throne of Heaven, and ruleth over 


all the Kingdoms of the World; upon every 


Act of which Conformity and Obedience, 
new Joys and Tranſports of Beatitude flow 
into and fill their righteous Souls: And if he 
p | ſhould command them, for his Honour and 
; | Service, to return to their Bodies and live 
C a while i in them, With what Readineſs, and 


4 | with what Alacrity would they deſcend and 
4 F 125 him ? whilſt they know, the more they 
do in the Work of the Lord, the greater fhall 
be their Reward; and whatever they contri- 
bute to his Glory, ſhall end at laſt in the In- 


4 | creaſe of their own, 
i 


— 


{ 2 Sam. xvi. 17. 


AND 
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Ano to this Purpoſe a certain Commen- 
tator, * upon the 41it Verſe of the gth Chapter 
of the Apoſtles Acts, ſays, It is no Trouble t u 


Man, if, when he is dead, be SIP. the os ill of 
God and live again, 


Ap there is no reaſon why the Spirits of 
juſt and good Men (who are as the holy 
Angels) ſhould not put off and on their Bo- 
dies, at God's Command, as willingly and 
joyfully as thoſe Angels do theirs, which they 
aſſume, and with which they have often ver 
diy appeared to Men upon Earth. 


Non is there any reaſon to fear, that the 
Souls of the Righteous thus returning to their 
Bodies, ſhould ever periſh through the Tem- 
ions of the World, the Fleſh, : or the Devil, 
living in them: for, in the Senſe. of an- 
other learned Writer + upon the Scriptures, 
A ſeparated Spirit, that has been Partaker of 
the Joys of Paradiſe, will e efte een worſe than © 
Dung, or Salt that 72 Ie its Sevour; 2 ble 
Pleaſures and Profits of 2 Life, the theis © Wai 
ſeveral Excellencies were diſtilled into one Th 
* 1 Perfectioůowtntn. F fion 


— <a er — — — 2 2 i 


— — _— 
———— 


— 


Non affert moleſtiam ut Deo vocariti, mortuus' obtem- 
peret reviviſcendo. Lorinus. 4 
N rn on the 2 Kings, 4. C. * 56. 
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en- B 1 ſhould it (as it may) be further en- 
prer 7 quired, if Death be the Puniſhment of Sin, 
% is it not ſomewhat hard (eſpecially for any 


© good Man) to undergo it twice ? No certainly, 
= when a thouſand Deaths are not anſwerable 
to the Demerits of any one Sin: And where 


s of 4 is there any Man living ſo good, that he ſin- 
ioly 7 neth, not? And if a righteous Man ſhould die 
Bo- never ſo often, Death can be no Puniſhment 


to him, nor would it be accounted as. ſuch 
they by him, whilſt it gains him a Deliverance 
viſ.. om his Sins and his Labours, and opens to. 


bim a Poor of Admittance into a far happier 


* 


. = State than the beſt that is to be found in this 
che World: into a Glimpſe of the beatifick Vi- 
heir ſion, and a Participation of the. Joys of that 
em- _ gracious Lord, whom he hath fo ſtedfaſtly 
evil, believed, and fo faithfully ſerved ; who like- 
an- wiſe can (if he pleaſes) ſo attemper and ſoften 
of amount to no more than thoſe of one. 


} the | YET once (and but once) more; (for I 
hei, would not leave one Stone unturned, one 


one Thing unſaid, that may be for the Conver- 
43 fion or Satisfaction of any of our: Chriſtian 
n : 

btem- Ir the Soul of this young Man was in 
Heaven whilſt it was ſeparate from the Body, 

3u r (ay they that are not willing to believe the 
; D Immor= 
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* 


Immortality of the Soul) it is very ſtrange 
that he did not relate and declare what he 
faw and heard ducivg the Time that he ſtay d 
there; the Glory of the Place, and of the 
Perſons that enjoy it; the Manner of their 
Converſation, and that in particular Which he 
had with chem. ode 
T 0 lch be it aveced, And Who 
but he did? Tho“ we” have no Account of 
it in the Goſpels, as we have not even of 
of our Saviour's Words and Actions *: 
Neither habe We any of what this Foul Man 
faid, wen he fat up; and began to ſpeak; at 
his Life and Soul's- firſt Re· entrance into his 
Body pon the Bier. 


Bud more fully, wr Whey pur ST 4 Eben, 
it was the genera Belief of the firſt Age 
the Chtirch, that the Souls of the beſt 
(except thoſe of the Martyrs, as ſome 9 0 
are not received into Heaven, 88 ſo 
called, till the Day of univerſa Judgment 
and Retribution, but that they are kept till 
that Time in ſome certain Receptacles, Which 
Irenæus calls the Inviſible 4 Place, (becatiſe 
not” known to us, but only to God and his 
holy Angels) where they are in ſome good 


State and Degree of Happineſs, but not in 


ä E92 


* John xx). Ly. na In the Life of Hora by 4 5. 
 V-chiat 


1] i 


ING to . Cave 
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chat full and perfect State which they ſhall 
= enter into/after the final and everla Ming 'Sen-" 
tence, being, according to the pious” Belief 
and Language of Antiquity, * Candidates of 
I Eternity, And Expectants of the Reſyrreivn, . O 


| And if it were not ſo, our Church wa 

not teach and enjoin us to pray (as in..th 
Burial- Office) that "God Ty bortly* A FR)" Ml 
2? pliſh the Number of his Rlect, and hafton Bis 

Kingdom, that we, qoith al} thoſe. that are de- 
pur led in 4 true Faith of bis boly Natne, may 
abe our perfect Confummation and Bliſs, both 
in Body 2 Soul, in 125 eternal and everlaſt= 
3 ing. Kingtlom. "P EH 


Ap to this primitive and Catholick Be- 
lief, an honourable Perſon, + once of our own 
s of Nation, hath given bis Aſſent in a very learn- 
len end Ae on the Acts of the Apoſtles, as 


fin) therein he has told us, that an Aſertian, fo 
fo © the contrary, hath no Foundation either in the 
ge 2 Scriptures, the Fathers, or R eaſon, ws 
till | 
ich Bor (29 and laftl | Hal this young Man 
aſe been in A en the thick or higheſtHeaven) 
his to which St. Tad was caught up, & and faw 
ood ſuch Thiogy, 25 it was s not > or ER for 
W's BEL 229d. a «at des 8 
* AY * Ktexnitgtis Candiduti, | & - (b#rbarow: | Tranſlation 1) ſaſti- 
A. 8. nentes roſutrectionem. + Sir Norton Knatchbull's Annota- 
800 Lions on 4 ii. 427. § 2 Cor. xii. 2, 4. 
that iw D 2 him 
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him to 72 what could he have told 
than our Me ed 2 5 che Lord Jeſus Chi. 
who came from thence, and from the Boſom 
of the Father, and was then actually upon the 
Earth,. and revealing (as. far. as it was neceſ- 
fary) the Glories and Felicities of Heaven to 
the World. e jos | i 
We RE it net that de epticiſm and "TY 
lity appear bold and \ Hogs andare.grown 
up to the . greateſt Height and Afurance 
amongſt 1 us, I ſhould not have been ſo long, 
or went ſo far in the Proſęęution of this Par- 
ticular ; but 5 5 the Infectian is ſtrong, it 
is neceſſary that we ſhould double the Anti- 
dote; and when the ulcerous Humour ſpreads, 
convenient that we e the lanatve * 
plication. 


"I proceed naw at RAE] to inſiſt, 


Il. Uron reat Mercy and Compal. 
44 of our 11 Lord in 75 Forking © 
this Miracle. It may be obſerved from the 
holy Scriptures, that all his Miracles except 
three, (of a punitive and vindictive Nature) 
were as ſo many Mercies to Mankind; and 
thoſe three were, his driving the Buyers and 
Sellers out of the Temple, his deſtroying (by 
permitting the Devils to enter into) the Herd 
ef Swine, and his laying a Curſe upon the 
barren and W Fig-tree 3 ; the Eee i 
whic 
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Fhich was, that it preſently withered away; 


'y Z which was done (no doubt) to let the World 
m know, that (as he was God) he had Power. 
he to execute Juſtice, as well as to ſhew Mercy, 
- and that he was no leſs able to deſtroy, than 
to he was to fave. ER 

Bur Mercy, Mercy was the prevailing. 
le» Affection, and the peculiar Delight of his 
wn Soul, which was ſo moved and melted within 


ace him at the Sight of this Woman's Miſery, 
. © and che mortal Occaſion of it, that tho' ſhe 
ar- never made (as we can find) any Requeſt or 
Addreſs to him to exert his Divine Power on 


ui. ber Behalf in reſtoring Life to her Son, and 
ids, to herſelf (almoſt as dead as he, with Grief 
\p- | 3 and Sorrow for him) yet he had not the 


Heart to paſs by and take no Notice of her, 
he could not but commiſerate, Fondole, and 
3 elieve her. 


Pon he EN draws. near, od ſpeaks. 

E to her, ſaying, Weep not; yet 
not intending by this to prohibit a — . — 
| and decent Sorrow for the Dead, and making 
a Lamentation for them as they are worthy *; 
but an exceſſive and inconſolable Sorrow, 2s 
if we had no Hopes of their Happinels, or 
Faith in God's Wonen t to make up the Loſs 
© of them to us, 


r 


4 
E 
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Ecclus. xxxviii. 17. 


22 * Miracle if Jeſus on 


19398 4 als FA | 


bay which” M5; he nb unto he Wap 4 
not; do not give-yourſelf up to this dutra eus 
and extravagant Paſſion of Sorrow, not teak 1 
your Heart, as if you would go itito the 
Grave with your Son; for he ſhall not go 
thither now, I will reſtore. him to Life, and 
to yu. 4901105 1 Fe th 
078 K which he bids Fim Nile and be 
that was dead, ſat up, and began to [peak : =O 
and be delivered him to his Mother, who had 
ſo bitterly bewailed. and lamented him; to be dea 
both the Staff and Comfort of her Age, in 
G1 as a Son, and! in Protection as a Husband 1 
r 2 


z 


As Thave now given you the literal, Imight 
alſo give you the myſtical Senſe of the Text, 
which is to be found both in the ancient Fa- 
thers and other Commentators upon it, bß 
which T mean their allegorical, founded upon 
the literal Interpretations of the Miracle. re- q 
corded in it; but theſe being too long and too 3 
many to be brought within the Compaſs E 
this Diſcourſe, 1 ſhall proceed in the 


* bed. 
. 5 : 


I = ot 
Iv and laſt Place, To the uſeful and pro- tive 
firable Inferences or Obſervations that may be 

made and extracted from the ſeveral Particu- | 
lars of the Text, according to its literal Senſe | = 
and Acceptation. And. F 
I. e | 


- * 
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1. FRoM what has been delivered upon it, 
we may derive a. ſtrong, Confirmation, and a 
full Affarance of our Faith in the Divinity of 
3 Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of the living God, who, 
| 4 when John the Baptiſt, upon the Rumour of 

this Mitacle, ſent two of his Diſciples to him, 
to know whether he was the rift,. or the 
> WM cue Meſſiah, amongſt ſeveral, other, :Proofs 

he' which he remitted of his being ſo, he bade 
them go and tell their Maſter in partichlar, 
that he Dead were raiſed“; and Be mult be 
dead indeed, in the Sins of Arianiſm and In. 
1 Aden, who doth not for this Reaſon believe 
| 1 55 to be the Son, and a Son being of the 

2 ame Nature with the en 4 177 of Com, 


"ext, 1 Rg Pig Serben ay 1. 80 55 
Fa. no conſidered with a Relation had to the 
by Context, (to which it is inſeparably annex d, 
| and which therefore hath been already read 
% : in your Ears), we are well reminded of the 
Frailty, Brevity and Uncertain * of human 
Life; and that the Voung and the Vigorous, 
15 g no leſs than the Aged and Decrepid, Nh liable 
to the Summons, and found amongſt en 
| - | tives and Triumphs of Death. 


conſe ö | | Luke vii. 23 
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= 


ſnatch 


arents, 


— 
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* Grace habetur, Neavioxs, Adoleſcentule; erat enim intra 
14 & 21 annum, & paucis annis prætergreſſus erat aunum 14 
Salm. de ſign. reſuſcitati filii vidue. ; 

f Job xxi 24. $ Heb. ix. 27. 

Yn {core 
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ſcore Years and ten, yet God of his Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs hath no where promiſed or 
aſſured us, that we ſhall all, or that any one 
of us in particular, ſhall live fo long: and 
ice we are none of us ſure that we ſhall, 
and we ſee ſo very few that do, let us not 
1 fooliſhly put off (as the way of the World 
is) the Reformation and Amendment of our 
Lives, meerly upon a Proſpect and Preſum- 
ption that we may; but whilſt it is called to 
Day, turn from our Sins, and prepare to give 
an Account of ourſelves to God, ſince we 
know not but that before To-morrow, Death 
may come and carry us to appear in Judg- 
ment before him. 
3. From hence we are comfortably inſtru- 
FQed, that when all human Means and Helps 
are in vain, God can, and ſometimes doth, 
> MKcliver us out of our Afflictions and Diſtreſſes, 
and this after a wonderful and unexpected, 
if not an unaccountable and almoſt miraculous 
Manner; as here, there was no Help for this 
iſconſolate Widow, but in her God; and in 
ier God ſhe found it. And how many were 
there of the Demoniacks and the Lunaticks, 
f the Blind and the Lame, the Leprous, the 
Deaf and the Dumb, that deſpaired of ever 
Peing otherwiſe, who yet were healed by the 
mnipotent Words and Hands of the Blefied 
Welus? And that Jeſus hath the ſame Power 
und Compaſſion now which he had then, and 
5 E can 
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can and will (if he ſees it beſt for us) upon 
our Prayers and Supplications, with ſtrong 


Cryings and Tears, deliver us out of our Ad- 0 
verſities and Miſeries, when we ſee none that Gri 
will pity or regard them, and no way in the Al 
World open for our Deliverance from them: ¶ to 2 
from Oppreſſion and Cruelty, from Poverty mes 


and Contempt, from Diſeaſes, and even Death RY 
Itſelf: according to the Words of E/ifhez to BW A 

Job, * He ſhall deliver us in fix Troubles, yea, 83 
in ſeven there ſhall no Evil touch us. Deliver 


eur Souls from Death, our Eyes from Tears, _ 

and our Feet from falling, in thoſe of the holy 

Pfalmilt, 1 ; * 
4. FRoM the Text, and what has been . 


ſaid upon it, we are plainly taught, and well (and 
put in Remembrance, that, after the Example 
of our Lord and Saviour, we are bound to 
comfort and ſupport thoſe that are caſt down 
under any great Trouble and Affliction ; eſpe- 
cially under the ſoreſt and heavieſt of all Trou- 
bles and Afflictions, the Loſs by Death, of the 
neareſt Friends and Relations: an Affliction! 
that pierces the deepeſt into the Heart and 
Spirit, becauſe it is the Loſs of the deareſt 
Things we have in this World, and a Loſs 
that is never to be retrieved or repaired by all 
the Powers and Intereſts of it: For who can 


— 
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* Joby. 19. + Pal. cxvi. 8. 


reſtore 
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reſtore or recover the Dead to Life? The Dead! 
who (in the wiſe Woman of Tekoab's Words 
to King David) are os Water fpilt upon the 
Ground, which cannot be gathered up again *, 
All therefore that we can do in this Cafe, is, 
to adminiſter Comfort, tho' we cannot a Re- 
medy, (and, bleſſed be God, it will admit of 
that) and by proper lenitive and emollient 
Arguments, aſſwage the Tumours of their 
Grief, and make that Burden lie ſomewhat 
eaſier, which muſt be inevitably born. 


5. FRoM this mighty and marvellous Act 
of Pity and Compaſſion in our Bleſſed Lord 
to the mournful Widow of Nain, we may 
learn how great and God-like a Thing it is 
(and how well it will become us, as his Di- 
ſciples,) to imitate him, and to follow his 
Steps in this likewiſe; to ſhew Mercy and to 


own do Good to them that need it, ſometimes 
elpc- W when it is not asked, when it is not ſollicited 
ru of us; for ſo was not this by or for her, (as 
f we we can ſee) unleſs by her bitter Sighs and 
9700 1 Tears. | 


eareſt Ar the Sight of which the Lord of Life, 
moved purely by his own innate and infinite 


by all Goodneſs, reſtored it to her Son, and her Son 
O can unto her. | 

I * 2 Sam, Xiv. 14. 
eſtore F E 2 2 
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AND tho' we cannot give Life after the 
Manner that he did, yet if the ſame Mind be 
in us, as there was in him, we ſhall give ſome- 
thing to uphold and preſerve it when we ſee 
it ſinking and periſhing in any of his poor 
Members, by Sickneſs or Hunger, or by Cold 
and Nakedneſs, without expecting to be preſ- 
ſed and importuned to the Relief of their Ne- 
ceſſities and Diſtreſſes. 


THERE are many poor Creatures in the 
World, who (fallen from a high to a low 
Eſtate by the Frowns and Misfortunes of it) 
are aſham'd, tho' preſs'd hard by their Wants, 
to ask; but ſurely theſe do not the leſs, but 
rather the more, deſerve the Succours of our 
Charity, than they that are noiſy and clamo- 
rous for it. 


I hath always been the Property and the 
Pleaſure of great and generous Minds, to pre- 
vent the. Complaints of the Indigent, and 
even to ſurprize them with their Benefits ; 
and if he that giveth quickly when he is ask'd, 
be faid (in a proverbial * Expreſſion) to give 


twice, 1. e. to double the Benefit, to what a 


Value muſt that Benefit be raiſed and enhanced 
that comes without asking at all ? 


—_— 
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* Bis dat qui cit dat. 
WUAT 
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he W nu AT Love, what Gratitude, and what 
be Reverence will it attract from the Receiver? 
\e- What Bleſſings, what Praiſes, and what Pray- 
ſee ers? But (which is above all this) what loud 
dor Euge's and ample Rewards will it raiſe for 


old the Giver in the Day of final Recompence and 

eſ- Retribution, eſpecially when he hath beſtow'd 

Je- his Goods to relieve thoſe that are not able 
to make him any, and on them from whom 
he can hope for nothing again. 


Harp x is the Man, and 91 ſhall he! 
be, who is thus occupied in good Works, and 
in ſuch glorious Charities to the World! 
there being a Promiſe made (the Foundation 
whereof ſtandeth ſure) that the Reward of 
his Hands ſhall be given him, and that he /hall 
be recompenſed at the Reſurrection of the Fuſt *. 


6. AN o laſtly, This merciful Miracle of 
the Holy Jeſus, and our Bleſſed Saviour, is 
an Anchor of good Hope, and ſtrong Conſo- 
lation to our Souls, whenever it ſhall pleaſe 
God to caſt us down with his Arm, and con- 
fine us to a Bed of Sickneſs; becauſe it is a 
firm Foundation for our Belief and Aſſurance 
that He that wrought this Miracle can, tho' 
we ſhould be ſick, and nigh unto Death, have 
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* Luke xiv. 14. 


Mercy 
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Mercy upon us, and raiſe us up to our former 
Health ; or, if we die, that he can and will, 
(if we die in his Peace and ag > raiſe us 
from the Grave at the laſt Day with a Body 
that ſhall die no more, and to a Life which is 
everlaſting. - @ Wy, 


I x being as eaſy to Him (with whom all 
Things are poflible) to recollect and re-unite 
the ſcattered Atoms of our earthly Tabernacle, 
and form them anew into a human Body, as 
to reſtore Life to it, after it is fled from it, but 
before it be corrupted and diſſolved; as eaſy 
(I fay) to him, whoſe Spirit at the Sound of 
the laſt Trump (the Trumpet of God ) ſhall 
breathe upon our Duft, and fay unto us, Ariſe, 
and we ſhall ſtand up and live; and then ſhall 
the ſame Spirit alſo move once more upon the 
Face of the Waters (the great Deep +) and 
they, they ſhall give up tbeir Dead & like- 


wiſe. 


'- AND by the Power of the fame Spirit, 
Jeſus the Son of God ſhall change our vile 
Body, that it may be faſhioned like unto his 
glorious Body, according to the mighty working 
whereby he ts able to ſabdue all things to him- 
elf J. h 
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* 1 Theſſ. iv. 16. + Gen. vii. 11. § Kev. xx. 13. 
Phil. ĩii. 2 1. | 
| TO 


xx. 13. 


TO 
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T O whom therefore with God, the Father 
of an infinite Majeſty, and the Holy 
Spirit of Love and Conſolation, be all 
Honour and Glory, throughout this 
World, and the World without End. 


Amen. 
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